FISCAL YEAR 2007-2008 FUNDING NEWS – 2 items 

Arts and Music Block Grant Resource Code 6760                                                                  9-27-08
Reading the Summary Reports and accompanying Narratives for fiscal year 2007-2008 is still in progress.  Many  email messages and phone calls are asking me "Why didn't you review these reports earlier?" or  "You are reading every grant?"  I did not begin reading the submitted reports soon enough, for that I apologize.  Yes, I am reviewing each submitted report. Each report review and response takes thirty to forty minutes. There are 1,556 reports to be reviewed. If funds were used appropriately I am thanking the sender for the report.  If the funds have uses not within this grant's funding specificity, I am discussing that via email and/or phone and working diligently to support districts efforts around appropriate fund use.  I have read 31 county's submitted reports and have 27 to go.  I began with the smaller counties and will end this report 'reviewing trek' with the state’s largest student population ounty.  Please bear with me as I continue to review the reports, while also attending to my other work responsibilities.

There are no changes in fund use that have occurred in the now three-year history of this grant.  The grant initially was a K-8 grant to assist districts in providing training for the multiple subject teachers to instruct in visual and performing arts learning, dance, music, theatre and/or visual arts.  When funded in 2006-7 the grant was a K-12 grant.  This grant is to support the training of teachers, the writing of scope and sequence curriculum, writing a district 3, 5 or 8 year plan for the delivery of arts education instruction across the district all as part of professional development.  This grant also supports purchase of standards-based instruction aligned supplies and equipment to assist with the delivery of instruction within the school day to K-12 students. This grant continues to fund the hiring of a district VAPA Coordinator and/or NCLB compliant teacher in dance, music, theatre and/or visual arts.
Two frequent questions of late:  "Can districts now use the categorical funds, not encumbered, for uses they wish and not what a  grant was for in the first place? Can a district  freeze the funds and not have them used?"  At this time there is no 2008-2009 authority that has been given to districts to capture unencumbered categorical funds (including the Arts and Music Block Grant, the Arts, Music and Physical Education Grant, the Physical Education Teacher Incentive Program Grant) from prior fiscal years.  There was no capacity provided in the budget the Governor signed, due to legal issues.  The bill/legislation giving flexibility of categorical grant unencumbered funds was not acted upon in the 2007-2008 bill cycle.  For that bill to have life, it will have to be brought new into the 2009-2010 bill/legislative cycle and until that happens there is no authority to capture unencumbered categorical funds.  District may freeze any categorical fund but when that fund is released (without further legislation, referred to above),  it must be used per the specificity of that grant’s funding.
Additional Questions?  Please contact Nancy Carr

                                                                     ncarr@cde.ca.gov
                                                                     Visual and Performing Arts Consultant
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