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CALIFORNIA STATE THESPIAN FESTIVAL  2010

Join us for the best three days of high school theatre in California.  The California State Thespian Festival features numerous performances presented by high school students from throughout the state.  Plus, you'll be able to participate in a variety of workshops led by theatre professionals.  And if that weren't enough, you also can perform or view individual performance and tech events, audition for scholarships, talk to college representatives, shop with commercial vendors selling theatre merchandise, and hang out with 1200 other California Thespians.
Print this information as needed for your students and chaperones.  All forms may be found on the website.  They are PDF writable forms and can be completed on line then printed in order to send to the appropriate State Board member.  Please contact the California State Chapter Director Krista Carson Elhai, Claremont HS at the8turwoman@aol.com with any general festival questions.  See the end of each section for the name/contact information of the State Board member in charge of each specific areas who can answer individual questions.

	CALIFORNIA STATE THESPIAN FESTIVAL FEES

	REGISTRATION

	Thespian
	$185.00

	Non-Thespian
	$210.00

	Director
	$115.00

	Chaperone
	$165.00

	OPTIONAL FEES

	T-Shirt  
	$ 15.00

	Individual Event (per event)
	 $ 25.00

	Scholarship Entry (To be sent with scholarship application)
	$ 25.00

	Play Marathon Entry 
	$ 25.00

	Scenefest Entry Fee
	$ 25.00

	California Playwright Production Entry
	$ 25.00

	Troupe Program Ad 
	$ 20.00

	OTHER FEES

	Late Registration (per troupe)
	$100.00

	Changes prior to March 1 (per change)
	$ 10.00

	Changes after March 1 (per change)
	$ 20.00


REGISTRATION FEES INCLUDE:
Friday Dinner

Saturday Lunch

Saturday Dinner

All Festival Events/Performances

Workshops

All other “viewing” events

REGISTRATION DOES NOT INCLUDE:

Transportation

Housing

Meals not listed

Any item listed under “Optional Fees

DEADLINE

ONLINE REGISTRATION MUST BE SUBMITTED BY THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31ST, 2009 

REGISTRATION IS CONSIDERED INCOMPLETE UNTIL A CHECK ARRIVES FOR YOUR REGISTRATION ALONG WITH ALL SIGNED HEALTH FORMS & CODE OF CONDUCT FORMS.

THE LATE REGISTRATION FEE MUST ACCOMPANY ALL REGISTRATIONS SUBMITTED AFTER DECEMBER 31.

Seating in All-Festival Events is assigned when registration is complete – earlier registrants receive better seating!

CHANGES

Include addition or substitution of delegates and changes to event registration or audition appointment changes.  Check your registration for accuracy before submission.  (As a courtesy, the first two changes will not be charged as long as the change is prior to March 1.) 

NO REFUNDS, ON-SITE REGISTRATION, OR PHONE REGISTRATION.  ALL FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS MUST BE COMPLETED PRIOR TO ARRIVAL AT FESTIVAL.   

TROUPES WITH OUTSTANDING INVOICES FROM PRIOR EVENTS WILL NOT BE REGISTERED UNTIL OUTSTANDING INVOICES ARE PAID.

Direct financial questions to Kathleen Conner, Treasurer - at KatWCon@aol.com.

WHO MAY ATTEND

• Thespians who are current members of the International Thespian Society (registered and initiated by the registration due date, December 31st)

• Non-Thespian students in grades 9–12 (at the discretion of the Troupe Director)

• Troupe Director/sponsor as current paid members with the Educational Theater Association and MUST attend the entire weekend.

In a special agreement with California Educational Theatre Association (CETA) and/or Drama Teachers Association of Southern California (DTASC), Troupe directors who are members of one or both of these organizations are entitled to reduced Festival registration.  Directors of new troupes who are not bringing students and want to preview the festival are invited to attend Festival at a reduced rate.  Please contact the State Director for that rate.

• Chaperones may be parents, school staff and other responsible adults (21 or older) who MUST attend the entire weekend. 

**Chaperone questions may be directed to Tom Fearon, Woodcreek HS, at tfearon@rjuhsd.us.

• REGISTERED ADULTS MUST AGREE TO SUPERVISE AT ALL TIMES.  At least one adult must be registered for every 10 students (1-10 students = 1 adult [Director], 11-20 students = 2 adults, etc.).  If registering both male and female students, it is recommended that at least one male and one female adult accompany the troupe.  Directors have many responsibilities during Festival and it is strongly recommended bringing extra chaperones.  ALL Directors and Chaperones are expected to remain at the Convention Center and provide general supervision.

It is vital that all Directors and Chaperones perform assigned duties and encourage appropriate behavior from all delegates.  Assignments include judging, timing and monitoring of events, security for All-Festival Events, and leading workshops.  Indicate choices on the Director or Chaperone Responsibilities Forms.  Chaperones will pick up assignments after Orientation (It is not appropriate for adult delegates to bring unregistered family members to Festival).

TRANSPORTATION/HOTELS/MEALS

• Troupes are responsible for all transportation.  Festival hotels provide free shuttle service from the Ontario Airport.

• Student and adult delegates must arrive at Festival together.

• All Festival hotels are within easy walking distance of the Convention Center.  Buses may drop off on Friday and return on Sunday.  Buses remaining in Ontario must park at the troupe’s hotel.  There is no overnight parking on-site.

• Troupes must stay at Convention Center hotels with festival rates (unless troupes are staying in their own homes).

• Festival registration includes dinner on Friday and lunch and dinner on Saturday.  Vegetarian meals are offered.

FESTIVAL T-SHIRTS

Order Festival T shirts with your online registration and specify desired sizes.  Shirts may be purchased only by pre-order, so you may want to buy a few extra.

FESTIVAL ACTIVITIES

The California State Thespian Festival provides a wealth of opportunities for performers, technicians, and lovers of theatre.  See below for the many activities and events offered.  Some require additional fees and registration prior to festival, while others are available to anyone at festival.

Activities at festival include Pre-Registered Events, Onsite Events (no pre- registration) and Viewing Opportunities.  Details on each event are listed below.

PRE REGISTERED EVENTS

**Must be an initiated Thespian to pre register

• All State Show Auditions**

• California Playwright

• California Senior Honor Thespian Scholarship**

• California Thespian Hall of Fame

• Honor Troupe

• Individual Events (Thespians may register for TWO separate events, non Thespians may 


          register for ONE event)

• Play Marathon

• Playworks Audition**

• Playworks Entry

• Scenefest

• Scholarships (Senior)**

• Scholarships (Undergrad)**

• State Student Board**

• Student Tech Staff

• Workshops (Saturday)

ONSITE EVENTS:

• College Auditions

• Dances

• Individual Events Room Monitors

• Improvisations

• Open Workshops

• Showcase

• Tech Challenge

VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES:

• All Festival Events

• All State Show Auditions

• California Playright

• Dances

• Individual Events

• Improvisations

• Play Marathon

• Scenefest

• Tech Challenge

• Showcase

EVENT DETAILS-PRE REGISTERED EVENTS

•All State Show Auditions
The All State Show consists of two acts with themes determined by the Student State Board.  Auditions are held on Friday and students will rehearse throughout the weekend with a final performance on Sunday at the All Festival Event.  The 2010 Festival Theme is Journey: Trip of a Lifetime
Act I

The Path: How we get there
This act follows the struggles in any journey, internal or external, that must be overcome in order to reach our goals.  This life is full of moments of choice which define us, decisions that transform us into the people we will become and finally lead us toward our future.  Your choices, your journey, your life.

Act II

The Destination: Where we find ourselves
This act finds us looking at what we accomplished and what we have left unfinished.  The journey’s end gives us a chance for reflection as to who we have become and what we have done.  We are not solely defined by the culmination of our experiences, experiences which leave us overjoyed, simply content, or wanting more.  This journey has ended but a new one begins.

Performers

· Only Thespians may audition.

· Audition times are pre-registered using The Individual Event/All State Show Reservation Form (see Forms section on this website) submitted with the Troupe Registration Packet.

· You may audition for one act only; when you choose your piece make sure that it fits the theme for the act of your choice.  Audition pieces may be acting, singing, dancing or another appropriate talent as long as the piece fits the theme of the act.

· Auditions are limited to one minute for individuals and two minutes for groups.  Show Directors may stop auditions at any time.

· Bring a copy of your complete script or sheet music.  All material must be appropriate and fit the CST guidelines. 

· Singers must bring their own battery operated music player with their accompaniment.

· Performers may drop, add or change Acts prior to February 28; however, there will be a charge of $10.00 per change or add.

Technical Staff

· Both Thespians and non-Thespians may interview for Technical Staff.
· Appointments are not pre-scheduled, but each student must submit a Student Tech Staff Application in advance (see Forms section on this website) in order to be interviewed on Friday.  Tech Staff interview times will be listed in the Festival Program.
· Tech Staff positions are listed on the Application form
** All State Show Audition Questions may be directed to Michele Richardson, Upland HS, at marymichele6239@msn.com
• California Playwright

NEW EVENT THIS YEAR!
The Journey – California Playwrights

· This year the California State Thespians begin a tradition of honoring playwrights from our home state by featuring their work on main-stage at Festival.

· This year we are honoring playwright Jonathan Dorf.  His information is available at www.jondorf.com.  Additional works by Mr. Dorf can be found at www.playscripts.com. 

· Each Troupe is invited to bring a prepared (ready to go) work written by the playwright.  The work must be memorized and hand props and costumes are allowed.  Sound effects are limited to what you bring and can play, and there will be no special lighting available.

· Your work must be a continuous cutting up to 8 minutes.  It can be a monologue or scene as long as it’s by the selected playwright.

· You may include an “introduction” piece not to exceed 2 minutes that explains your choice, your connection to the playwright, background information, etc. This material may be used at the discretion of the event director to help link the chosen pieces.  Your group may also be asked to include/add additional material to help create the event.

· Each of the pieces you bring will be auditioned for the event director and the playwright.  The director will then work with chosen entries to put the scenes together into a 30 minute showcase honoring the playwright.

· Each school is limited to two entries.

· You must secure royalty/permission for your work and submit it with your application.

· There is a entry fee for this event (see registration).

· Questions regarding this new event may be directed to Gai Jones.

· The deadline to enter is February 1, 2010.
· Application is available on the Forms sections of this website.
**California Playwright questions may be directed to Gai Jones at gai.jones@sbcglobal.net
•California Senior Honor Thespian Scholarship 

Seniors attending Festival who have attained the rank of Honor Thespian (based on the point system set by the International Thespian Society) may apply to be named a California Senior Honor Thespian.  Candidates should be a good citizen with service and leadership experiences through his/her Thespian troupe, school, and community – locally, nationally, and perhaps internationally.  A Troupe Director may nominate only one senior Honor Thespian.  Seniors who submit a complete application will be granted an interview (maximum of 10 minutes) at the State Festival.  The panel of interviewers will select a pre-determined number of Senior Honor Thespians to be recognized at the Awards Ceremony at the State Festival.  To apply, nominee should send the completed two-page Senior Honor Thespian Application, a paragraph of recommendation from the senior’s present Troupe Director, and a self-addressed stamped envelope.

CA Senior Honor Thespian Scholarship may be found in the Forms section of this website.

**California Senior Honor Thespian questions may be directed to Gai Jones at gai.jones@sbcglobal.net
• California Hall of Fame

The California Thespian Hall of Fame honors individual adults who have contributed to and been actively involved with California State Thespians.  Any active adult member of the Educational Theatre Association may nominate a maximum of two individuals within an academic year.  Hall of Fame inductees are announced and honored at the State Festival.

Application form is available in the Forms section of this website.

• Honor Troupe

The California State Thespian Board may recognize up to three troupes each year as Honor Troupes.  These are troupes which represent Thespians at their best.  Those honored will receive recognition at Festival, letters of commendation to the school’s principal and district superintendent, and a plaque.  Entries are coded to assure anonymity when judged by previous Honor Troupe Directors.  It is possible that no troupes will be chosen.

**A school which received this honor in the past five years may be considered for this honor if paper work is submitted.

Application is available in the Forms section of this website.

• Individual Events

     •  Monologue (one performer)

     • Duet Acting (two performers)

     • Group Acting ( three to sixteen   performers)

• Solo Musical Theatre (one performer    only)

     • Group Musical Theatre (three to sixteen performers)

     • Musical Theatre Dance (one to eight performers) **Not an event at the ITS         festival

     • Mime (one OR two performers)

     • Costume Design (one student)

     • Costume Construction (one student)

     • DVD Short Film (may be a collaborative team)

     • Lighting Design (one student)

     • Make up Design (one student) **Not an event at the ITS festival

     • Scenic Design (one student)

     • Sound Design (one student)

     • Stage Management (one student)

     • Theatre Marketing (one student)

General requirements:
· I.E. Event categories are listed on the I.E./All State Show form. 

· Thespians may enter two I.E. events – not in the same category.

· Non-Thespians may enter one I.E. event.

· Thespians who receive Superior ratings may perform their I.E. in June at the International Thespian Festival in Nebraska.  (Musical Theatre Dance and Makeup Design are NOT International Categories)

· All participants must fill out the I.E./All State Show form in order to receive an appointment for their I.E.  

· There is a fee of $25.00 for each I.E. entry – the fee is for each entry, groups pay one fee per group.  There is also a $10.00 fee for each change in entry and all changes must be made prior to February 28.

· Each entry must bring five copies of the adjudication form found at www.cetoweb.org under IE Share Sheets. 

· Call backs will be held for each category that requires more than one room for the initial audition.

· Material must be CST appropriate – see guidelines on the website.
•
All entries must be either on the Thespian “green list” or the entrant must secure the rights to their piece and bring one copy of the “proof of rights” for the head judge. 
· No costumes or props are allowed in performance I.E.s with the exception of handprops “essential to the choreography” for Musical Theatre Dance.

· Rules and criteria for each event are listed on the IE Share/adjudication forms found at cetoweb.org.

· Performance pieces must be no longer than five minutes – timing begins after the introduction.

· Technical I.E.s will be given a 10 minute presentation/interview slot.

· Short Films will have a 5 minute interview appointment.  Short Film presentations are pre-judged and should be mailed with copies of the evaluation sheet to:

Kathleen Conner Pacific Hills School

8628 Holloway Drive West Hollywood, CA 90069




Entries must be postmarked by February 1, 2010

Application for all Individual Events may be found in the Forms section of this website.

**Individual Event questions may be directed to Michele Richardson, Upland HS,  at marymichele6239@msn.com 

• Play Marathon

Play Marathon (California’s Chapter Select Showcase) provides an opportunity for troupes to perform a One-Act or cutting from a full-length show at the Festival.  California Thespians may recommend one top-quality show for the Chapter Select Showcase at the International Thespian Festival.  Up to four entries may also be chosen to perform Main Stage at the California Thespian Festival and will be considered for Ensemble Acting Awards.  Other entries may be scheduled for performance in a smaller setting on Friday and/or Saturday.  To be considered for Play Marathon, you must submit a DVD of the material you wish to present.  All entries must provide proof of rights (and royalty payments, if required) and will be pre-screened by a panel of judges.  Submissions should be free of sexually, racially, religiously or culturally offensive material.  All selected Play Marathon registrants must arrive no later than 1 p.m. on Friday.  Please bring 10 copies of a program for the judges.  The performance area at the International Festival may be limited to 20’ by 40’.  Space at the California State Thespian Festival will be considerably smaller.  

Entries not chosen for Play Marathon will be given a Scenefest slot for a 10-minute cutting, if troupe desires.

RULES FOR ENTRY

TIME LIMITS:

Performance - 30 MINUTES; Set Up - 10 MINUTES; Strike – 5 MINUTES
• A completed Play Marathon Application with a DVD video, a copy of the script, cast list, and proof of rights must be submitted in one package by February 1, 2010.

• The DVD must show your piece as it will be presented at the Festival.  Your DVD must show only the 30-minutes you want to present.  The DVD WILL NOT be returned.

• Label on DVD must include school name, troupe number, and play title.  This information should also appear on a recorded introduction at the beginning of the DVD.

• Include a short synopsis (about 100-150 words) for inclusion in the Festival program

• Entries may be directed by students or adults.

• All cast and crew members must be registered delegates.

• Four basic chairs and a table will be provided.  Any other props must be provided by the performing school and may not be stored at the Convention Center.

• Costumes and hand props are permitted.

• No internal light cues are allowed.  Lighting requirements may only call for lights up and lights down.

• Entries that exceed the time limit will be disqualified.

• Schools are responsible for any and all expenses, including royalties.

• Troupes must be on site by 1 p.m. on Friday.

All completed entries must be postmarked by FEBRUARY 1st, and mailed to the 

Play Marathon Coordinator

Kim O’Rourke St Lucy’s Priory HS

 655 Sierra Madre Blvd

Glendora CA  91741

Application may be found in the Forms section of this website.

** Play Marathon questions may be directed to Kim O’Rourke, St Lucy’s Priory HS, at kimorouke01@yahoo.com

• Playworks Audition

Playworks provides another on-site audition and performance opportunity for Thespians.  Auditions for the staged reading of the Playworks script(s) are held on Friday afternoon and consist of cold readings from the script(s). 

If you wish to audition, please bring three copies of the Playworks Audition Form with a small photo attached to each so the casting committee will remember who you are. 

Sign up to audition at the Playworks location.  You may be asked to return at a later time 

If cast, you must participate in Play Development Workshops and rehearsals on Friday and Saturday. 
Bring to Festival 3 copies of the Playworks Audition Form with photos attached.

Playworks Audition form may be found in the Forms section of this website.

• Playworks Entry

Playworks fosters young California playwrights through play development and a staged reading process, guided by professional playwrights and directors.  Playwrights will need to cooperate with directors and be open to changes.  Collaborative works are acceptable.  Playwrights will be notified in February, if selected.  Staged readings will be presented Main Stage at the Saturday evening All-Festival Event.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 

MAXIMUM READING TIME: 20 MINUTES 

• Playwrights must submit 5 copies of the play.  

• Plays must have a cover page with the title of the play; author’s name, address, phone number with area code, and e-mail address; high school name and troupe number; Troupe Director’s name, phone number and e-mail, and signature to indicate approval of the submission.  Include a page of character description behind the cover page.  

• All material, language and situations must comply with the California Policy for Appropriate Material .  

• Each copy of the play must be three-hole punched, and pages must be numbered.  

• Plays must be typed, double-spaced, with the character’s name centered, stage directions in parentheses and centered, and dialogue directly beneath each character’s name in standard manuscript format. 

• Scripts should be 10-20 pages, excluding title page. 

IF SELECTED:
• Revision based on written recommendations may be requested. 

• Playwrights must bring 10 three-hole punched copies of the final draft to the festival. 

• Playwrights may NOT audition for All State Show but may participate in Individual Events. 

• Playwrights must be available for pre-production meetings with the director prior to the festival.

All completed entries must be postmarked by FEBRUARY 1st, and mailed to the 

Playworks Coordinator

Wendy Tobiska 1028 North Olive St.

Santa Ana, CA 92703

**Playworks Audition and Entry questions may be directed to Wendy Tobiska, Orange County HS of the Arts, at tobiska@roadrunner.com

• Scenefest


Scenefest is an opportunity for a troupe to present a 10-minute selection from a play.  There may be as many actors in this scene as you would like.  The scenes will be presented Friday afternoon and students will be encouraged to come and watch.  There is a fee to participate in this event because it will be adjudicated.  Selected scenes may be chosen to perform mainstage during the festival weekend.  The scene must not be any longer than 10 minutes.  You are allowed 5 minutes to set up or break down your set.  You may use costumes and props and we will provide chairs.  If your scene needs any type of music you need to bring a battery operated player.  Remember that all material must be appropriate for a school setting, (we suggest you keep a G rating in mind).  There is limited space so scenes are selected based on your registration completion date.

Scenefest Application may be found in the Forms section of this website.

**Scenefest questions may be directed to Stacey Bailey, West Valley HS, at sydsmom2034@gmail.com

• CA State Thespian Scholarships

 Scholarships (Senior)

California State Thespians will award scholarships for help with college expenses to senior Thespians attending the Thespian Festival.  There are three senior scholarship categories: performance, technical/design, and theatre educator.  Each troupe can submit only one senior Thespian in each category.  To be eligible, each applicant must be a graduating senior with a minimum 2.0 GPA overall and a minimum 3.0 GPA in all arts courses, and be an active member in good standing of his/her Thespian Troupe.  Scholarship recipients must enroll in a college or university as performing arts or arts related major or minor for the fall term.


All scholarship candidates must submit a completed application packet by the deadline.  The application packet includes the following:

· Complete two-page Scholarship Application Form, typed or legibly printed in black ink.

· Resume:  a one 8 ½ x 11 typed page which includes personal information, performance and technical theatre experiences, training, special talents, club affiliations, honors, awards and other theatre related information.

· Troupe Director/Sponsor Recommendation

· Personal Statement:  a one 8 ½ x 11 typed page which includes, 1) the performing arts major/minor that you intend to pursue, 2) your reasons for selecting this program of study, 3) your aspirations and goals for your future, 4) what benefits you have received from your theatre experience, and, 5) how your involvement in Thespians has influenced the pursuit of your goals.

· Theatre Educator Applicants only:  include a second personal statement explaining your philosophy of educational theatre and why you have chosen to pursue becoming a theatre arts teacher.  You may include examples of inspirational teachers, teaching experiences or teaching ideas, and activities.

· Headshot:  3” x 5” or larger photo. 

· Self addressed stamped envelope.

· $25 application fee.  All checks or money orders made payable to CA State Thespians.

Mail completed Scholarship Application Packet, including $25.00 application fee, on or before February 1st. 
Scholarships (Undergrad)

UNDERGRADUATE SUMMER SCHOLARSHIPS


California State Thespians will award scholarships to help pay for summer theatre training programs to undergraduate Thespians attending the Thespian Festival.  Each troupe can have a maximum of two Thespians apply for this scholarship.  To be eligible, each applicant must be a current freshman, sophomore or junior with a minimum 2.0 GPA, and an active member, in good standing, of their Thespian Troupe.


All scholarship candidates must submit a completed application packet by the deadline.  The application packet includes the following:

· Complete two-page Scholarship Application Form, typed or printed legibly in black ink.

· Resume:  a one 8 ½ x 11 typed page which includes personal information, performance and technical theatre experiences, training, special talents, club affiliations, honors, awards and other theatre related information.

· Troupe Director/Sponsor Recommendation

· Personal Statement:  a one 8 ½ x 11 typed page which includes the name of the summer training program, costs of the program, what the scholarship money will cover, what you hope to gain by attending this summer program, and how you plan to share this experience and new knowledge with your troupe.

· Headshot:  3”x 5” or larger photo.

· Brochure or detailed description of the program (last year’s brochure is acceptable).

· Self addressed stamped envelope.   

· $25.00 application fee.  All checks or money order should be made payable to CA State Thespians.

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION PROCESS, AUDITIONS & PRESENTATIONS


All scholarship candidates completing the application process will be pre-scheduled for an audition/presentation appointment on the first day of festival.  Incomplete or late applications will not be scheduled for an appointment.  Callback appointments for senior scholarships will be held the second day of festival.  There will be no callbacks for undergraduate summer scholarships.

Performance Auditions:  Undergraduate Summer and Senior Scholarships - 5 Minutes

· Your presentation must be a solo audition.  Each performance candidate will be given five minutes in which to perform two memorized contrasting pieces.  For example you may perform 2 monologues, or 1 monologue and 1 song, or 1 monologue and 1 dance, but 1 selection must be a monologue.  All monologues and songs must be from published plays and musicals.  Books of monologues (monologues not from a play), television scripts or film scripts are not acceptable.  All selections must follow the festival guidelines for appropriate performance material.

· The performance area will be approximately 5’ x 5’ with one chair and one small table.  You may not use any other set pieces, hand props or costumes.

· Thespians performing a song or dance audition must bring a battery operated CD player with accompaniment tape or CD.  No piano, accompanist or CD player will be provided.  No acapella auditions are allowed.

· Candidates must bring a copy of proof of “Rights & Permission” to perform any copyrighted material.  Candidates will be disqualified if they do not provide the proof of permission to perform copyrighted material.  Refer to the Section on copyrighted material for more information.

Technical/Design Presentations:  Undergraduate Summer and Senior Scholarships – 5 Minutes 

· You will be given 5 minutes to present your technical theatre/design portfolio.  Your portfolio should illustrate your expertise in a technical theatre or design area.

· You may include photos, renderings, models, research and documentation, promptbooks, DVD, and actual work.  The use of live models can only be used for costume or make up design.  

· You must provide your own viewing equipment needed to view DVD, CD-ROM, tapes or slides.

· A 2 – 3 minute interview by the scholarship judges about your technical/design work, training and goals for the future will follow your presentation.  

Theatre Educator Presentations:  Senior Scholarships – 5 Minutes

· You will have 5 minutes to present any combination of the following:  1) teacher or leadership portfolio, 2) stage manager’s book, 3) design portfolio, 4) video/DVD of plays, scenes or monologues directed or coached, 5) workshops or classes taught, 6) demonstration of teaching a skill/technique, and/or 7) discussion of your motivation to become an educator. 

· You must provide your own battery powered viewing equipment for any video, DVD or CD presented.
· A 2 – 3 minute interview by the scholarship judges about your teaching, goals, education and philosophy of educational theatre will follow your presentation.  

Interview Guidelines:  Undergraduate Summer and Senior Scholarships – 2-3 Minutes

· All Undergraduate Summer, Technical/Design, and Theatre Educator scholarship candidates will have a 2–3 minute interview with the scholarship judges immediately following the presentation.  Senior Performance candidates will be interviewed in the callback phase of the audition/presentation.

· Undergraduate Summer Scholarship interview questions may include: 1) why you chose the summer training program, 2) what you hope to gain from the program, 3) how the program will benefit your troupe, and 4) financial plan to pay to attend the program.

· Senior Scholarship interview questions may include: 1) why you chose the college/university arts program, 2) your educational and career goals, and 3) the benefit of being a Thespian.

Scholarship Awards:

· All scholarship recipients will receive a letter from the scholarship coordinator explaining the process to claim scholarships.

· It is the responsibility of scholarship recipients to send proof of registration, enrollment or completion, to the State Director in order to claim their scholarship by September 30th of the year awarded.  Requests received after the deadline will not be honored.

· Senior scholarship recipients must send proof of enrollment with an “arts” major or minor in a college or university program to the State Director.  Notify the State director if you have questions or concerns about meeting the deadline. 

· Undergraduate summer scholarship recipients must register, pay for, and complete the summer program prior to submitting proof to the State Director to be reimbursed the amount of the scholarship.  CA State Thespians does not register you for a summer theatre program.  
Ellis Jordan Scholarships


The Ellis Jordan Scholarship is awarded to undergraduate Thespians who have never attended the International Thespian Festival in Lincoln, Nebraska.  This scholarship covers the basic registration fee to attend this festival and does not cover transportation costs.  CA State Thespians does not register you for the festival; that is solely the recipient’s responsibility.  Each Thespian Troupe attending the CA State Festival may submit a maximum of two applications for this scholarship.  


All applicants must send the completed two page scholarship application, resume, Troupe Director recommendation and a one page typed essay on “Why I Want to Attend the ITS Festival and How I Plan to Share My Experience with My Sponsor and Troupe” to:

Ellis Jordan Scholarship c/o Ellis Jordan

611 Poinsettia Lane, Corona de Mar, CA 92625

All Scholarship applications may be found in the Forms section of this website.

**Scholarship questions may be directed to Eleanor Packwood, Bellflower HS, at epackwood@busd.k12.ca.us

• State Student Board

California State Student Board officers are elected at Festival to one-year terms.  Each troupe may nominate up to two active members of the Thespian Society to run for office with the recommendation of the Troupe Director.  Candidates must have a cumulative GPA of 2.5 or greater and have attended California State Thespian One Day Leadership or a Student Activities’ state leadership training.

If the student is elected, the Troupe Director automatically becomes a member of the State Board and is required to attend ALL board meetings with the newly elected officer and participate in Adult State Board activities. 

Serving on the State Board requires a substantial time commitment and may involve some expense to the student, Director or troupe (Airfare is reimbursed).  Candidates and their sponsors are required to help out during the Festival to gain experience for the subsequent Festival they will help plan.

Student State Board offices consist of a President, Vice President, Secretaries, Treasurer, Central Representative, Northern Representative, Southern Representatives, Newsletter Editor, Historian, and Junior Troupe Liaison.  All candidates will run as members-at-large.  Specific positions will be decided by a consensus of the newly-elected Student State Board.  Additional candidates may be appointed after ballot tabulation and inducted at Festival with other incoming board

members.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND AS A SEPARATE

DOWNLOAD ON THIS WEBSITE.  PLEASE PRINT A COPY FOR ANY POTENTIAL SSB CANDIDATES.

Applications for CA State Student Board may be found in the forms section of this website.

**State Student Board questions may be directed to Krista Carson Elhai at the8turwoman@aol.com

• Student Tech Staff

Festival offers a chance to sharpen and perform your skills alongside industry professionals.

Students are assigned to tech All-Festival Events, the All-State Show and other Festival activities.

Apply for a technical position by submitting a completed Student Tech Staff Application with a Troupe Director recommendation and parent signature on the release.

Student Tech Staff Interviews will be scheduled for Friday afternoon on a first come-first served basis after your arrival and Orientation at Festival.  If you have a resume or portfolio, please bring it with you to the interviews.  You do not need extensive experience to be selected.  A WIDE RANGE OF SKILL LEVELS WILL BE SELECTED TO WORK,

FROM BEGINNER TO ADVANCED.

Numerous technical positions are available.

• Stage Management positions include Production Stage Managers, Assistant Stage Managers, and Production Assistants• Stage Crew moves scenery and props on stage during performances.

• Carpenters build the scenery and props for the All State Show or other Main Stage sets. 

• Painters paint the scenery for the All State Show. 

• Electricians assist the lighting designer with hanging and focusing lights, run the lighting consoles for All-Festival Events and All State Show, and run follow spots.

• Audio Crew works as FOH engineers and A2s during performances.

• House Management: Ushers, Head Ushers, and House Managers work on All-Festival Events. 

• Media: Students will help create and produce visual elements for All-Festival Events. They will also run the video equipment during the shows

• Load In: Students who send Tech forms may assist in the set up of Mainstage in Exhibit Hall B, the elaborate space for All-Festival events. Students must be available the morning of the opening day of Festival. Those interested in working Load-In will be contacted before Festival and may apply for other crew positions.

Application for Student Tech Staff may be found in the Forms section of this website.

** Student Tech Staff questions may be directed to Krista Carson Elhai, Claremont HS, at the8turwoman@aol.com
• Workshops (Saturday)

Students have the opportunity to participate in two phenomenal pre-assigned workshops based on their own individual preferences.  Categories include Acting, Movement, Vocal, Dance, Tech and Non-Performance.  Presenters are working actors, directors, designers and educators from all over Southern California.  Workshop assignments will be sent to the Troupe Director prior to the festival.  Exchanges may be made among individual troupe members.  EXCHANGES WILL NOT BE MADE AT THE FESTIVAL.

**Workshop questions may be directed to Elena Villa, Arlington HS, at mselenavilla@yahoo.com

EVENT DETAILS-ON SITE EVENTS
• College Auditions

Audition for exhibiting colleges and theatre programs at Festival.  Schools are looking for performing and technical students, so come prepared to show your talent.  You may be offered admission or scholarships.
GUIDELINES 
• You must be a Thespian in good standing, a current junior or senior, and have a G.P.A. of at least 2.5. 
• Prepare a presentation of a monologue or song, or a concise presentation of a tech portfolio or design. 
• Bring 12 copies of the California State Thespians College Audition form with your Troupe Director’s signature to verify the accuracy of the information.  You may wish to complete one form and get the Director’s signature before making the copies.  You must attach a photo to each audition form.
Bring to Festival 12 copies of the College Audition Form with photos attached.
**College Audition questions may be directed to Christine Kolb, Upland HS at 

Application for College Auditions may be found in the Forms section of this website.

• Dances

Festival goers will have the opportunity to attend dances after each night’s All Festival Events.  When you arrive at festival check your Festival Program for times and locations.

• Individual Events Room Monitors

Individual events take many people to run smoothly.  Besides Troupe Directors serving as judges and chaperones serving as door monitors, students are needed to serve as Room Chairs.  All schools entering delegates in any Individual Event category must provide a minimum of two students to serve as I.E. Room Chairs who will attend a training meeting on either Thursday evening or Friday morning (depending upon Troupe arrival time)in order to work a shift in an I.E. room. 

Please identify the troupe’s selected delegates to serve as I.E. Room Chairs on the Delegate Registration Form.

** Individual Events Room Monitor questions may be directed to Tristan Kratz, Burroughs HS, at tristan67@hotmail.com

• Improv Ice Breakers
Improv Icebreakers is designed to provide an opportunity for Thespians to meet other Thespians.  Each Icebreaker team will consist of three thespians from three different troupes.  At the onset, each team will receive a title such as “When Fruit Flies Attack” or “Adam and Eve’s First Date.”  They will have two minutes to come up with a scene.  At the end of the two minutes, they will perform for three judges.  Remember, the best improv team does not necessarily consist of the best improv performer but the best team of performers.  Use clever wit and well-rounded characters.  Oh… and most importantly: Bring Your Funny!!!

** Improvisation questions may be directed to Pat McCloy, John Glenn HS, at pantandi@sbcglobal.net

• Open Workshops (Friday)

Students have the opportunity to participate in a variety of workshops on the first day of the festival.  Want some last minute advice on a scholarship or IE performance?  Stop by one of our wildly popular “Monologue and Scene Repair” workshops? Have down time between IE’s?  Drop in for a Improv workshop!  Not signed up for IE’s?  Try your hand at playwrighting!  Specific workshop titles will be available at the festival.

• Showcase

Do you have hidden talent that you'd like to share with the festivalgoers?

Are you a secret stand-up comic?  A juggler?  Hip-hop or poetry slam artist?

Do you perform your own music or dance?  Or do you want to simply develop

that new monologue, scene, or group act?  Be part of late-night theatre at its most innovative and sign up for Showcase on Friday or Saturday night!!  Sign ups are available at the information table at festival.

**Showcase questions may be directed to Nancy Bernhard, Salinas HS, at nbernhard@@salinas.k12.ca.us.

• Tech Challenge

This event is held Friday night after the All Festival Event and is open to all registered student delegates.  You may bring as many students as you wish to compete in the areas of sound, lighting, costumes, props and more.  Awards are given to individuals and to the top team.  Just show up to participate - no forms needed.  No experience is necessary.

**Tech Challenge questions may be directed to Krista Carson Elhai, Claremont HS, at the8turwoman@aol.com.

EVENT DETAILS-VIEWING EVENTS

• All Festival Events

• All State Show Auditions

• California Playright

• Dances

• Individual Events

• Improvisations

• Play Marathon

• Scenefest

• Tech Challenge

• Showcase

MAINSTAGE EVENTS

There are four All-Festival Events, featuring main stage performances, guest speakers, Best of Fest, Playworks, the All-State Show, and the Thespis Awards.  All-Festival Events will be held in Exhibit Hall B of the Convention Center.  Attendance

is MANDATORY for ALL delegates.
THESPIAN APPROPRIATE USE POLICY CAN BE FOUND IN THE IE/RIGHTS DOCUMENT AT CETOWEB.ORG UNDER THE THESPIANS SECTION.
