News Release

(for immediate release)

What: 
Drama Teacher Association of Southern California’s 


ANNUAL SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL

When:
MARCH 6TH  SR. FESTIVAL
MARCH 14TH JR. FESTIVAL

Where:
Birmingham High School
Hale Middle School


1700 Haynes Street
23830 Califa Street


Van Nuys, CA
Woodland Hills, CA 91367


(818) 881-1580
(818) 346-1851

Contact Person:


Senior High—Cathy Jo Foss


Junior High—Jacqueline C. Young (818) 7041505




Festival Hosts for D.T.A.S.C.

Background Information:

The Drama Teacher’s Association of Southern California is celebrating its eighty-fourth year as an organization. They have been holding area-wide festivals since their inception. Each year, students from all over the Southern California area gather to compete. The participants come from five counties: San Bernardino, Los Angeles, Orange, San Diego, and Ventura.

This year the Shakespeare Festival has a format with three classifications: A—Junior High and Middle School (6th-8th grade); B—Middle School, Jr. High & Sr. High (8th & 9th graders); C— High School Competition (10th–12th graders). Approximately 50 schools and about 800 students enter the Senior High Shakespeare Festival and 700 students from 25 schools enter the Junior Festival.

POSSIBLE STORY LINES

1. Capture the mood with pictures of the costume competition. Students must research and create authentic costumes.

2. Much has been said about the child “caught in the Middle” in Junior High School. Picture the excitement of the students from Hale Middle School (from Woodland Hills) or Stevenson (East L.A.) competing at the Festival. Show that STUDENTS FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE ARE TURNED ON BY THEATRE EDUCATION.

3. Interview TEACHERS WHO ATTENDED THE FESTIVAL THEMSELVES. Jacqueline Young, drama teacher at Hale Middle School, lost at the festival but raised three children who went on to be winners.

4. Many top name MOVIE OR TV STARS were trained through festival participation —Sally Fields, Richard Dreyfuss, Mare Winningham, Jonathan Light, Kevin Spacey, and Cuba Gooding Jr. are notable examples. Often stars come back to judge or present trophies. Talk to Roger Graziani, DTASC President for a list of celebrities who have participated or judged.

5. Interview individual students and ask them what the drama festival means to them.

6. Or feature winners from your area. First place winners act on the stage at the Festival. A good follow up story is to visit the Winner’s Showcase at Paramount Studios on Monday March 18 at 7:00 p.m. Interview the winners and find out what it takes to be a winner. You’ll be amazed by the outstanding performances.

BETTER YET — MAKE YOUR OWN STORY — SEND A CELEBRITY TO JUDGE OR HAND OUT TROPHIES.

