In 1920, a small group of teachers from area high schools and colleges in Southern California decided to present a Shakespeare Festival.  In the years that followed, that small but determined group of educators became a larger and even more determined group.  This was the humble beginnings of what is now known as the Drama Teachers Association of Southern California (DTASC); an organization of over one hundred middle school and high school theatre teachers from as far south as San Diego to as far north as San Luis Obispo.  

If you’re unfamiliar with DTASC, then you’re unfamiliar with one of the most prestigious educational theatre organizations in the country. Their mission statement says it best: “It is our mission to create a network where theatre educators and students can effectively communicate ideas, share resources, workshop, and showcase their skills. We believe in creating an environment that fosters the best in educational theatre. Through performance opportunities, diversity and professional adjudication, we support and reward hard work and commitment to the discipline of theatre and education.” 

The organization, run solely by volunteers, seems to be holding true to that lofty ideal. You be the judge, here is a brief glimpse at some of DTASC’s annual endeavors: The organization hosts 4 festivals a year, giving some two thousand students from grades 6 through 12 the opportunity to perform before judges hailing from top universities to the professional theatre. Hosts workshops for both students and teachers. Makes available profit and non-profit opportunities for both students and teachers. Delivers to its members Arts in Education Updates. Frequently and exuberantly recognizes years of service from dedicated educators as well as dedicated community supporters. And finally, offers scholarships to worthy students from within the organization as well as scholarships and grants from outside supporters. 

The organization also boasts an impressive list of alumni including Nicholas Cage, Sally Field, Mare Winningham, Kevin Spacey, Val Kilmer, Richard Dreyfuss, Cuba Gooding, Jr., Jason Bateman and America Ferrera. 

From 1920 to the Twenty-first century, one has to wonder what that small yet determined group of educators would think some eighty years later. We think they’d be proud.   

For more information about the Drama Teachers Association of Southern California, check out their website- www.dtasc.org or contact Bill Garrett (billgarrett@chstheater.com), current DTASC president.

