DTASC June Meeting

June 9, 2007

South Pasadena Middle School
I. Call to Order – 9:02am – Dave Dingman

a. Non-profit status – last stages in process

b. Special Board Meeting – met in March – replacing Summer Breakouts with standing committees – All members need to sign up for a committee. They will meet once a year.

c. Brochure for DTASC being redone – insert with mailings

d. T-Shirt chairperson needed – open position.  Design competition open for next year Shakespeare Festival – all designs welcome.

II. Treasurer’s Report – Lynn Lanning

a. Fiscal year report – better year for DTASC than last year.

b. Scholarships left out of last year’s budget - $2300 was given - $2000 allocated for this year.

c. Approval of the Treasurer’s Report

III. Recognition Lunch – Christine Kolb

a. Need more opportunities to recognize each other – so today we will do that after the meeting.  Recognize retiring teachers – Cindy Little.

b. Survey for recognition given to membership

IV. 2007-2008 Rules Discussion and Voting

a. Jim Bell – Rules statement – concerned that we have lost the point of the organization – to be a creative outlet for the kids not just riddled with rules.  Stressed the difference between rules and guidelines – most of the rules we have are unenforceable and need to be reevaluated as either a rule or a guideline.

b. Bill followed up with one of the standing committees is “Rules” so to please sign up to help create rules vs. guidelines.

c. Discussion of DTASC philosophy

d. Rules – Susan Eiden and Scott Hunter

e. #15 – No rules next festival except for the following – for one year trial – compare and decide which is more important.  A and F section is pulled out to be voted on separately.  Addition that this would apply to next year’s festivals events 2-8.  Vote to accept or not motioned – 15 yes – 11 no – 4 abstentions.  More discussion ensued – brought back to a Revote – decision made by executive board that plurality wins.  Yes – 20 – No 11 – 3 abstentions.  PASSED!  

f. Section A of #15 – Discussion – debate whether or not to keep as is in #15 of proposed rules document – students may wear any form of appropriate clothes to dress in the mood of the scene.  OR costumes keep with current limitation – current DTASC dress code should apply.  Amendment made as written to DTASC dress code will apply – vote – Yes 27 – No 2 – abstaining 4.  Motion PASSED to keep costumes as written in DTASC rules currently.

g. Section F – Hand props – Amendment as written – keep with current rules in DTASC #18 – only chairs used (2 for monologue/4 for all other scenes).- Yes 23 – No – 5 – Abstentions 4.  Motion PASSED – we will be Keeping DTASC current rule #18 regarding the use of props.

V. Shakespeare Festival Review – Susan Eiden and Walt McDowell

a. Everything went well.  Thanked everyone for helping out.

VI. Non-Profit Status – Brian Bozanich for Bill Garrett

a. Ask for approval of by-laws from membership so we can get approved for incorporation.

b. Main change in language is from organization to corporation.  Address used is Lynn Lanning’s to keep with where the money is.  Other change is so we are covered at all schools we have festivals at.  

c. Purpose is to cover DTASC with insurance at all festivals and all other events including board members.  Also grant money will be available to us that currently we cannot because we are not a non-profit.

d. Membership voted to accept the new by-laws.

VII. Special Board Meeting Update – Sue Freitag

a. Special meeting was held in March to discuss concerns and come up with solutions.  Board was extremely receptive to making some changes that would positively effect the organization.

b. Solutions were to create the standing committees instead of summer breakouts, computer program looked at by outside entity, rules will be reevaluated, those members with conflict of interest with other organizations will abstain from voting on issues that concern their other interest

VIII. Category Suggestions – Susan Eiden, Scott Hunter

a. Monologue – 5 - one student written/ one published – 2 separate male/female – 0 for James Browns body – 23 for keep as same. Monologue category will remain as is.

b. Tech – 2 absurdism – 9 open play choice – 0 John Browns Body – 4 open children’s theatre – 2 div. c an enemy of the people.  Open Play Choice for tech.

c. Small Group – open serious (7) – open comedy (10) – student original children’s theatre (6) – myths/parable/folktales (10) – student written social change (5) – pantomime (2) – political plays (3) – student original props (6) – 2-person open (7) Tenessee Willimams (4) – all female cast (3) – scenes from the 1970’s (5) -  Absurdists (8) – Improvisation (5) – Play in trailer form (4).

d. Small Group narrowed to –(13) serious – (19) comedy – (19) folktales -  (11) two person – (16) absurdists  - small group categories selected will be Open Comedy--Professional written OR published single play, Plays BASED ON Folktales/Parables/Myths, Absurdists.  A list will be provided as a guideline.

e. Large Group: (9) open theme collage, (0) Long Days Journey into night, (2) Eugene O’Neill, (8) Kaufman and Hart, (0) Classical Theme collage, (8) Greek Theatre, (11) open musical, (0) pantomime, (2) Musicals from the 70’s, (4) Musical Flops, (5) Adaptation of Comic Book, Student (9) Adaptation of Children’s Literature
f. Large Group narrowed: (2) Theme collage, (7) Open Musical, (18) Adaptation of Children’s Literature – WINNER.
g. All categories (Large, small, tech, monologue) based on Aristotle's Elements of Drama : 
1. Mythos or plot - script strong, challenging and rife with strong conflict 
2. DIANOIA - characters have something at stake... 
3. Ethoos - PLOTLINE SUPPORTED BY STRONG THEME AND SUBTEXT 
4. lexus - speaking clearly, enunciating words..diction of the words is conveyed with energy and subtext 
5. melos - rhythm between dialogue..pace keeps going and moves along with plot line. 
6. opsis - no costumes.. 
 
NOTE: Everyone liked the idea of using Aristotle's Elements of Drama as a rubric for the judges, but that was the end of the discussion. No one said it had to be used. 
IX. Shakespeare Play suggestions: 
a. TRAGEDY: 0 Hamlet 0 Macbeth 3 Henry V 0 Winter's Tale - First Half
tragedy - 9 - 6 Othello  - Added: 0 Henry IV, Part 1 , 9 - 15 - THE WINNER - Henry VI, Parts 1, 2 and/or 3
b. COMEDY: 3 Winter's Tale , 0 Loves Labors Lost, 1 Twelfth Night, 0 Much Ado About Nothing, 9 - 8 A Midsummer's Night's Dream  -THE WINNER  9 - 15 As You Like It
c. Small group: (Voted for 3; took top 5 and voted for 3 again) 11 - 17 secondary plots or minor characters - Seldom done scenes, which specifically excludes Pyramus and Thisbe from Midsummer! - THE WINNER – (5) Music of Shakespeare - Single play, must have at least one song from the text, not necessarily sung, but all music would be in the style of Renaissance. 1 Shakespearean Improv - Group is given a plot from Shakespearean play - must devise a scene following original intent (serious scene = serious intent, comic scene = comic intent), but group has option to use modern or classical style. 13 - 15 Two person Romantic scene - Single play - THE WINNER  1 What would Shakespeare write? (If Shakespeare were alive today) 7 - 12 Commedia del’Arte - Single play 
8 - 4 Sonnet Scenes - Can be a collage of intact sonnets or a scene created using only lines from Shakespearean sonnets. Either way, all language in the presentation must be derived from complete lines of sonnets, no random words or phrases pasted together to create new lines. 12 - 18 Last minute Shakespeare THE WINNER - Get to festival and given play then - 5 minutes to prepare: as one group begins performing, next group receives scene and goes outside to prepare - (A Div will change it later) 
NOTE CHANGES: One SCENE will be selected by someone who does not have performers, and will be given to all schools between 2 weeks and 1 month before festival (date to be determined; Dave will poll members online regarding spring break, testing schedules, production schedules and other things that interfere). 5 Shakespeare’s Manipulation scenes - Single play 
d. LARGE GROUP: (Voted for 2; took top 3 and voted for 1) 7 - 8 Shakespeare’s women – weak and strong - Collage - Scenes may include male characters, but should feature females in central plot - plots and characters may be interwoven, but should have examples of both weak and strong women at some point in the scene - 10 - 9 COMEDY AND TRAGEDY WITHIN ONE PLAY BY SHAKESPEARE - (As in ROMEO & JULIET or WINTER'S TALE)- must perform both comic and tragic sides of the play - THE WINNER, 3 open Theme collage (3 or more plays), 8 - 6 Shakespeare the musical - book by Shakespeare, music and lyrics from any modern musical source (Moulin Rouge-esque), 3 Shakespeare’s screenplays (Ten Things, O, Shakespeare in Love, etc.) - Single screenplay, 4 Shakespeare confused (mixed ID’s, messages, moments or situations) - Can be collage or single scene. Added: 3 Modern plays based on Shakespeare 
X. Gai tabled most of the judges to the September meeting, but said if every school brings 2 judges (not counting the coach), we'd have plenty of judges. 
Parents can judge divisions their child is not in. 
XI. Scholarships - Dave really enjoyed the tryouts. 
XII. Meeting adjourned about 1:26 p.m. 
Submitted by: Sue Freitag, Recording Secretary
