DTASC

GENERAL MEETING

AUGUST 29, 2009
SOUTH PASADENA

I. Introduction – Meeting Called to Order – 9:50am

a. Welcome by Dave Dingman

b. Light lunch following breakout

c. Host site needed for A/B festival

d. Icebreaker

II. Approval of Meeting Minutes – Sue Freitag

a. Asked if any changes needed to be made to minutes

b. Motion to accept minutes as written

c. Minutes approved – unanimously 

III. Treasurer’s Report – Lynn Lanning

a. Cash available - $10,312 – approximately $2000 more than last year this time

b. Need a volunteer to look over accounting for Lynn

c. Motion to accept treasurer’s report

d. Accepted – unanimously 

IV. E-Script Fundraiser – Bill Garrett

a. Now a non-profit, so we can fundraise

b. Vons, etc – spend money with them, percentage goes to DTASC

c. Need to sign up online (escrip.com) or thru Bill; can designate up to 3 groups

V. Handbook Changes – Lynn Lanning

a. Packets handed out with CDs

b. This year’s changes listed on pages 5-6

c. Lynn review big items to pay attention to – festival chairs

d. Sample ranking sheet for judges added

e. “Things to print” page is at back of packet

VI. DTASC Member’s Forum

a. Chris Adams – Need scripts ideas

b. Bill Goldyn – master’s program in education – Univ. Northern Colorado

c. Gai Jones – has document of all approved master’s program

d. Cynthia Smith – cut back – have to teach English – needs help

e. Sarah Rosenberg and Louis – new American musical festival – The Tempest

f. Joyce Harris – Fairfax HS – tech class – looking for visiting teacher 6th period

VII. Membership Report – Gai Jones

a. 147 members last year – 

b. New teachers hooked up with veterans in area

c. Units available from East Bay University

VIII. Judges Update – Christine Kolb

a. Need judges – and help in judging 

b. Marcia needs help in A/B division

c. Form on the website for judges to fill out and become a judge – all on email now

d. Inappropriate judge sheets go to Gai

IX. Documentary Film Update – Brad Koepenick

a. Editing this summer – still going through stories

b. Kevin Spacey’s producing for Sundance

c. Possibly an HBO series

d. Film about relationships –teachers, students, drama as a whole

X. Computerized Registration/Standing Committee Breakout

a. Groups break up into either standing committee or registration

XI. Standing Committee Recap – skipped; committee chairs email report to Bill

XII. Calendar – Christine Kolb

XIII. Divisional Breakout Meetings – C Division

a. Tech Theatre –use a song to create design – 3 dif. Sets – can’t be from a musical. Encouraged to use same song for all designs, but not mandatory. Need appropriate lyrics and CD with song on it. Published songs only, can be in different languages, can be instrumental. Can’t do music like Jersey Boys or Queen music that is in a musical. No theme songs, but can be on soundtracks. Time limit on how much of song can be played during presentation. One minute – can interject where they want. Split up segments for each set or play right in beginning. See checklist in handbook for specific rules on tech.

b. Monologue – same as usual

c. Theatre for Social Change – advocates or effected a social change – include social change addressed in introduction and on script turned in at festival.

d. Irish Playwrights – H1-11 – straight scene. Has to be from list provided. If have another request – see Sue Freitag for approval. 

e. AFI – just one list – most current list – can do a musical just can’t sing the music. Can do Jaws and do the theme music, but can’t sing any song.

f. All teachers should check scenes and rules before bringing scenes to festival.

g. Open Musical – published or produced only.

h. Group Drama/Comedy – same as usual – must be from a published comedy or drama and keep with author’s intent.

i. Committees – need to sign up for something.

· Trophies – Carla Wynn and Sheila Silver

· T-shirts – needs chairperson for sales table

· Hospitality – needs chairperson – Robert Paults

· Rules – Bill Hairston will train with Sharon

· Room chair – Mike Heywood will train with Paula

· Registration – Carolyn McKnight will train with Amanda

· Publicity – need a committee and a chairperson – Juliana Olinka

XIV. Divisional Breakout Meeting – Division B

a.  Discussed duties of various committees, what new teachers should sign up for, and the importance of everyone having an assignment. 

b. Pointed out that every teacher has a job at festival. Some are cloistered all-day jobs, such as Tabs, and some are 2-hour jobs, such as selling t-shirts or manning the information/first aid table.

c. First time teachers wanted to know more about festival, as they weren’t even sure they were coming to it. Suggested that first-time teachers should sign up for judges committee and come to the org meeting to help stuff envelopes. On festival day they could help as needed and judge a round or two. Judging would give them a feel for what happens at festival.

d. One new teacher asked if straight scenes were okay or if they needed to be “schtick-y.” Bob Arnold said that as a DTASC kid and DTASC teacher, he really enjoyed the schtick. Scott said judges would love to see a well-acted scene, but if they aren’t mesmerized by incredible performances, they look at what surrounds the acting and vote for that. 

e. Tech: A Div is “Open.” B Div is “Rockin’ Design.” Lynn pointed out that most of B Div is from C Div teachers, who would want the same category for this festival for both B and C. The A Div teachers who plan to enter B Div agreed they could try “Rockin’ Design.” Definitely wanted “Open” for A Div Tech.

f. Reminded everyone of the differences in A, B, and C Div sets & lights and referred everyone to E3-1, which has page numbers listed for the appropriate tech info, and the new last page of E3 which indexes the rules for Fall Festival.

g. Discussion as to whether monologue books qualify, but the rule says the monologues must come from plays.

h. Reminded everyone if they want rules changed, this June is the time to do it.

i. A Div teachers wanted ideas for plays that would be age appropriate for “Theatre for Social Change.” Consensus was that a rationale could be created for any play’s relevance, and that students should state the social importance of a play in its introduction, so judges would understand why it fit the category. Rules committee felt that having a justification ready to present would make any play acceptable in the category. As teachers still wanted ideas for plays, Lynn said she would survey the board for appropriate titles for A Div and send out the results.

j. Lengthy discussion about the use of music. Reiterated the rule: If the play (or movie, for Event 5) is a musical, there can be NO singing, humming, or underscoring. If the play (or movie, for Event 5) is not a musical, then singing is allowed if it’s in the script, and humming or underscoring is permitted. First-timers looked thoroughly confused.

k. List of Irish Playwrights – if anyone wants to use a play by someone not on the list, contact Sue Freitag for approval.

l. Quick look at new index to rules and new list of Fall Festival responsibilities (Quick Reference Guide).

m. Reminded everyone who had not signed up for a committee that they would be assigned somewhere.

XV. Closure for General Meeting 1:00pm
